NEWTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In 2015 the Newton Historical Society celebrated the 44th anniversary of its founding in 1971.
The society was officially incorporated two years later in 1973.

[n 2015 the monthly meeting venue was changed from the Merrimac Savings Bank to the Sargent
Woods Community Center. We would like to thank the Merrimac Savings Bank, now the North
Shore Bank, for their continued generosity and support.

The Fall Festival fund raiser was again held in mid October, on a lovely fall evening, hosted and
sponsored by the Merrimac Savings Bank. This year’s festival yielded the highest gross and net
profit in the nine (9) years we have been conducting the event. There were many prize drawings,
historical displays and entertaining slide shows. Thanks to all our sponsors and attendees. The
building was filled to capacity.

At the Fall Festival, an Award of Appreciation was presented to Newton resident Mike Pivero for
his continuing efforts on behalf of the Society and the residents of Newton.

Three historical type presentations were held at the town hall. *A Night of Music with Two Old
Friends; “Songs & Music trom WW II” and “Rally ‘Round the Flag: Music from the Civil War”.
These presentations are free. All donations received at the presentations were matched by the
society and given to the Newton Food Pantry.

The Society provided photos and a write-up for the Newton 2014 Town Report re: the Stage
Curtain Restoration that was completed in 2014 by the Society. Photos of the two curtains were
used on the front cover of the 2014 Annual Report.

A maintenance program was begun on our 3 historic horse drawn carriages. The wheel hubs were
greased and the carriages put on blocks. The seats will be repaired in the spring and the carriages
will be polished.

A “History of Newton” presentation was made to the residents of the S. W. community. This
program will be expanded and a presentation made to town residents in 2016.

Two work projects were completed on the “Village Primary School Museum™ building. The front
porch and stairs of the building were replaced and a new museum sign was positioned on the porch
entrance.

We provided photo cutout boards of people in 19" century clothing for the Home Day celebration.
Many folks took photos of themselves in the clothing from the 1800’s.

A Veteran’s display was provided for the Sargent Woods Veteran’s Day ceremony, including a list
of Newton Veterans from the French / Indian War to the Vietnam War.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Landry
President
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